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a more favourable special agreement with the local authority.
In order that the carrying charges for this considerable capital
outlay should not prove altogether prohibitive, the running
costs of aided schools, for which local authorities had been
responsible since 1902, were redefined so that repairs and
caretaking should not fall on the managers.
A quarter-century of experiment was thus rounded out by
the education act of 1944; for the policy outlined in R. H.
Tawney's Secondary Education for All in 1922, in the Hadow
Report on the Education of the Adolescent in 1926, and in
the Spens Report on Secondary Education in 1938, needed
statutory consecration in order to bring home to the nation
and the world the magnitude of the change that was already
under-way, and in order to sweep away the last local,
denominational, and other legal obstacles to the reform that
had been begun by purely administrative means but now
needed legislative recognition for its final fulfilment.
In another sense the education act of 1944 marked the
beginning of an epoch, it meant that educational reformers
would no longer have to work mainly for continued full-time
schooling for all throughout the whole of adolescence, but
would be able to give increased attention to other ill-developed
educational frontiers. Not all of these are of direct concern
to the adolescent; but there are at least three of them that
touch him directly—part-time further education, the relation-
ship between education and work, and the role of juvenile
organizations.
Evening continuation classes or institutes, recruited on a
voluntary basis or under pressure from employers, have been
earning government grants since at least 1893. So might not
a day continuation school prove equally valuable? It might
enable adolescents to master elementary subjects whose utility
they had not appreciated before they went to work. It might
give a new significance to history and geography and literature,
marrying humanism to industry, as Professor J. pover Wilson
suggested, as an inspector, in his Humanism in the Continua-
tion School. It might enable the school medical service to

